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Living in Grace, Love & Obedience 

Walking in Faith and the Commandments of God  

“Here is the endurance of the saints; here 
are those who keep the commandments of 
God and have the faith of Jesus Christ” 

Revelation 12:17 

Contents 
Page 2 Basic Beliefs 

Page 3 Statement of Faith 

Page 4 History of Messianic 
Judaism 

Page 5 YHWH’s Sabbath 

Page 6 The Feasts of YHWH 

The name “Christian” wasn’t given because Yeshua (Jesus’ name in Hebrew) started a new religion. They were 
called Christians because they believed in the Messiah and kept the commandments. They were ‘little christs’. 
Technically the ending ‘ian’ means ‘belonging to’ or ‘associated with’. The Messiah kept the commandments, 
observed Sabbath and feasts as seen in Leviticus 23, followed the dietary instructions in Leviticus 11 and wore 
tzitzit referenced in Numbers 15:38. Early believers also walked in the same ways & spirit as him. Shalom. 

What is Messianic Judaism? 
Defining a walk of Grace, 
Love & Obedience to our 

King as seen in the Scriptures 
This newsletter discusses the beliefs, basic 
practices and some history about Messianic 
Judaism. Many believers today are not sure 
what this belief entails. How do Messianic 
believers view salvation? How do they live out 
their faith in their daily lives? This newsletter 
is response to these questions and we hope to 
answer more in this newsletter. We hope you 
enjoy the following information. Shalom. 

www.GraceLoveObey.com 

They were called Christians 

Page 7 

Page 8 

Page 9 

Page 10 

Traditions in Messianic 
Judaism 

Wedding Process & the Feasts 

Feast Info-Graphic 

The Diet and Tzitzit 

Page 11 Shema: hear & do what? 

Page 12 Scriptures about obeying the 
Commandments 



 

 
2 

The Believer’s Life & Blessing                                                                             www.GraceLoveObey.com www.GraceLoveObey.com 

 

Basic beliefs of Messianic Judaism 

How many people follow Messianic Judaism? 
In an Atlantic article titled “Kosher Jesus: Messianic Jews in the Holy Land” 
dated 29 November 2012 there are an estimated 175,000 to 250,000 Messianic 
Jewish believers in the U.S., about 350,000 worldwide and about 20,000+ in 
Israel. One for Israel, a Messianic ministry in Israel conducted a poll in 2017 
and found 300 congregations and estimate about 30,000 Messianic believers in 
Israel. 

In a 2018 poll, Dan Juster, a theologian who founded a major Messianic 
congregation, says there are currently 300 Messianic congregations in the U.S. 
About half of the attendants are Jewish and the other half are ethnically non-
Jewish. There are a lot more Messianic believers who don’t have a local 
messianic congregation so they watch online services and or have home 
fellowships. 119 Ministries, a social media ministry has a fellowship finder map 
with over 9,591 Messianic believers around the world. 

The fact is more and more people are following Messianic Judaism every year 
because the scriptures show believers who are saved by grace through faith and 
not of works can walk in righteousness by keeping the commandments of 
YHWH (God) from our heart after salvation, as a daily act of worship. 

Messianic Judaism is said to have started in the 
1800s in Europe, when Jewish people believed 
Yeshua is the promised Messiah. It eventually 
spread to the U.S. and gained more believers 
and congregations in the 1960s and beyond. 
However, many forget the bible shows 
thousands of Jewish and foreign believers in the 
gospels, the books of Acts and beyond. 
Messianic Judaism is not new; rather it is a re-
awakening to YHWH’s original plan on how 
His people are supposed to love Him and our 
neighbors till the Messiah returns for his bride. 

1

Messianic Judaism refers to Jewish and foreigner (non-Jewish) 
people who believe in the promised Messiah, Yeshua (Jesus’ 
Hebrew name). It is based on the original foundation found in 
the Tanakh (the first five books of the bible – Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy) and the rest of the bible 
(the whole word of YHWH). We believe salvation only comes 
from Yeshua’s taking the sin of the world upon himself and that 
his sacrifice was acceptable by YHWH (God’s name represented 
by the letters of his name in Hebrew), so we could be forgiven 
our sins and enter into covenant with YHWH. 
 
Salvation – the Gospel 
Scripture states that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
YHWH ref Romans 3:23. Sin is the transgression or breaking of 
YHWH’s commandments ref. 1 John 3:4. Romans 3:10 states 
“there is none righteous, no, not one”. So no matter how good 
we think we are, we are all guilty of breaking YHWH’s 
commandments; we have all told lies, coveted, stolen something, 
dishonored our parents, etc. and there is punishment for those 
things.  
 
Scripture states that “the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
YHWH is eternal live in Yeshua the Messiah our lord reference 
Romans 6:23. The good news is that YHWH ‘demonstrated his 
own love for toward us, in that while we were still sinners, the 
Messiah died for us” reference Romans 5:8. Yeshua took the sins 
of the world upon himself, and the punishment (dying on a 
cross/stake) so that we might enter into covenant with YHWH – 
a right relationship with him with no obstacles.  
 
In order to be forgiven of our sins against YHWH, scripture says 
we are to “confess with your mouth the lord Yeshua and believe 
in your heart that YHWH raised him from the death, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation.” ref. Romans 
10:9-10. 1 John 1:9 says “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness”.  

2

 
We must understand that we are saved by ‘faith and not of works 
that anyone should boast’ ref. Ephesians 2:8-9. Salvation is a gift 
of grace and love from the Father, who created all things.  
 
Change of status – death to life 
Scripture states when people become believers they are ‘new 
creatures in Christ (Messiah)’ who were once without the 
Messiah ‘being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without YHWH in the world. But now in the Messiah Yeshua, 
you who were once far off have been brought near by the blood 
of the Messiah’ ref Ephesians 2:11-13. We are also citizens of 
heaven according to Philippians 3:20. Specifically non-Jewish 
believers are “adopted” into the family of YHWH ref. Romans 
8:15 & Galatians 4:5; non-Jewish believers are ‘grafted’ into 
Israel according to Romans 11 (non-Jewish believers, foreigners, 
are the wild olive branches that can now partake in the root and 
richness because they are grafted into the olive tree via salvation).  
 
After salvation – our daily walk 
After salvation Messianic believers are taught to walk in the 
commandments of YHWH as a daily way of life. Scripture states 
we are to help the orphans, widows, feed the hungry, preach the 
gospel, make disciples and give as we see need as exampled in 
the parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25:31-46 and 
in other scriptures. Messianic believers keep the commandments 
as a by-product of our salvation and in service to our King. The 
Apostle Paul said we shouldn’t not make ‘void the law through 
faith’ rather we ‘establish the law’ in our lives ref. Romans 3:31. 
Also read Matthew 5:18-20 and 1 John 5:1-3. With that being 
said, Messianic believers also keep the Sabbath, the Feasts of 
YHWH, the dietary instructions and some even wear tzitzit or 
fringes on their clothing. As New Covenant believers YHWH’s 
laws/instructions are written in our hearts and minds according 
to Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
 
There are more details on Messianic beliefs in this following 
pages but main focus is the salvation that comes from YHWH 
through the Messiah Yeshua to mankind. Shalom. 
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promise and the commonwealth of Israel. (Ephesians 
2:12; Romans 11:11-24; Jeremiah 31:33) 

 
• The Torah (YHWH’s instructions) is a revelation of the 

righteousness of God and a description (along with the 
rest of Scripture) of the lifestyle of the redeemed 
community for the Jew and the foreign believer. 
(Matthew 5:17-19; 2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
• That believers are to walk as the Messiah walked, in 

equity, justice, love and mercy; also keeping the 
commandments to include observing the Sabbath, the 
Feasts of YHWH, the dietary instructions and wearing 
of tzitzit (fringes) (Deuteronomy 26:16-18, 1 John 2:3-
6, 1 John 5:1-3, Revelation 14:12  & 22:14) 

 
• In keeping the commandments of YHWH in the fruit of 

the spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control as we 
continue to die to self (Galatians 5:22-24) 

 
• The spiritual fruit of the life of the redeemed believer in 

Yeshua will be Torah observant and that it will be done 
as a by-product of our love for Yeshua, the living Torah 
(John 14:15, 1 John 2:3-6) 

 
• YHWH poured out his spirit on all flesh. One of the 

benefits of this pouring out of the Ruach HaKodesh is it 
enables us to keep YHWH’s commandments (Joel 2:28-
29, Ezekiel 36:26-27) 

 
• In the literal, physical return of Messiah to rule and 

reign upon the throne of David in Jerusalem. We hold to 
a premillennial view of his return (that Yeshua will 
physically return to earth prior to the inauguration of the 
New Millennium). (Zechariah 14; Revelation 19-20) 

 
• In the resurrection of both the wicked and the righteous. 

Those who have repented of their sin and trusted in the 
Messiah will be resurrected into eternal life and those 
who died without having repented of their sins and 
believed in the Messiah will be eternally separated from 
YHWH (Romans 1:18, 1 Corinthians 15, Rev 20-21) 

 
In short we are a community of believers in Yeshua the Messiah 
endeavoring to rediscover the Hebraic roots of our faith, modeled 
by the first century believers who practiced a Torah observant 
lifestyle with love, joy, power and in the gifts of the Ruach 
HaKodesh. The growth of Messianic Judaism across the world is 
to bring about a ‘restoration of all things’ before the Messiah can 
return (Acts 3:19-26). This involves the Jewish people coming to 
know the Messiah Yeshua, as seen in Isaiah 53. It also involves 
non-Jewish believers returning to YHWH’s instructions in 
righteousness. Both will become one people, one bride in Yeshua 
the Messiah who will return again and establish his kingdom.  

We hope this helps clarify the beliefs of Messianic Judaism. 

Shalom (peace) to you and yours. 
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             We believe… 

• YHWH (God), as he has revealed himself in the 
Scriptures. "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our YHWH, the 
Lord is One." (Deuteronomy 6:4) 
 

• Yeshua (Jesus) is the only begotten Son of YHWH, the 
Messiah, the Eternal One in whom all the fullness of 
deity dwells in bodily form, who created everything, 
and who is the Word who became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and whose glory we beheld, the glory of the 
uniquely begotten Son of God, full of grace and truth. 
(John 1:1-14; Colossians 2:9) 
 

• The Spirit of YHWH, the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy 
Spirit), comforts, teaches, leads, indwells and empowers 
all whom YHWH regenerates as new creatures in the 
Messiah. (Acts 9:31; 1 John 2:27; John 16:13; 1 
Corinthians 3:16; 2 Timothy 1:7) 

 
• The Bible, the Tanakh (Old Testament) and the 

Apostolic writings (New Testament), are inspired, 
infallible, and the only authoritative Word of God. (2 
Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
• All have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of 

YHWH and thus all need the Messiah Yeshua. (Romans 
3:23, Acts 2:37-39) 

 
• Yeshua's life, death and resurrection accomplished the 

atonement for all who place their faith in him by 
repenting, confessing and believing in the Messiah. 
Whoever trusts in YHWH, in his work alone, is made a 
new creation in Yeshua, indwelt by the Ruach 
HaKodesh, and is transferred from the kingdom of 
darkness into the kingdom of his own Son. (Ephesians 
2:8-9; Romans 5, 6, 1 John 1:9) 

 
• In justification by faith through the grace of YHWH 

alone, and not by human efforts. One may not earn, 
merit, or keep this eternal salvation by their own efforts. 
A new creation is the work of YHWH alone. (Ephesians 
2:8-10; Romans 8:29-39) 

 
• In the spiritual unity and equality of all believers in 

Yeshua the Messiah. (Ephesians 2:11-22) 
 

• In the continuity of YHWH's covenants with the Jewish 
people, the physical people of Israel (Jeremiah 31:35-36 
and parallel passages). Part of the fulfillment of these 
covenants is the physical return of the Jewish people to 
their promised land. (Deuteronomy 30) 

 
• All non-Jewish people who trust in Yeshua are grafted 

into Israel. While this does not make them Jewish, they 
are full and equal participants in the covenants of 

Messianic Statement of Faith 
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History of Messianic Judaism 
Most people have not heard about Messianic Judaism. Some say that it originated in the early 1970s with the “Jews for Jesus” 
movement. Others claim it started in 19th century with the Anglican London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews. In 
Eastern Europe Joseph Rabinowitz created a sample order of worship for the Sabbath that was a mixture of Jewish and Christianity 
with many Jewish customs, but it never gained momentum. In the United States a congregation of Jewish converts to Christianity 
worshipped at the Methodist “Hope of Israel” and they incorporated some Jewish rites and customs. There were a handful of other 
churches that popped up but the majority of these movements looked to convert Jews to “Christianity” and had them leave behind the 
commandments of YHWH. 
 

However, when we study the scriptures and circa 1st century history of Israel (at the time of the Messiah and early believers shortly 
after), we see that Jewish and non-Jewish believers kept the commandments of YHWH even in the 4th century. There are numerous 
scriptures in the Old Testament, the prophets and in the Apostolic writings (New Testament) showing that neither YHWH or the 
Messiah never ‘did away’ with the commandments and neither were there any prophesies stating that such a thing would occur. So 
what happened to people’s obedience to YHWH’s commandments? It comes down to two words, persecution and change.  
 
After the resurrection of the Messiah, the early believers were persecuted by the religious leaders of Israel (Stephen being the first 
martyr) and by Rome. Leading up to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 CE and after, the persecution greatly increased against those who 
were identified as Jews and believers of the Messiah who kept the Sabbath, Feasts, dietary rules and tzitzit (fringes on the edges of 
their clothing). Persecution increased to the point of death and many believers turned away from these practices. During the Roman 
Empire its leaders made numerous laws that were designed to segregate the Jews and their observances (even though they were given 
by YHWH and declared as commands that were to be observed forever) as it supposedly threatened the new “Christianity”. During 
these times there was also a huge influx of gentiles/foreigners who became believers. Most of these had a worldview that vilified the 
Jews and those who practiced these observances. This new “Christianity” painted the Jews and those who did “Jewish things” as 
killers of Jesus Christ, that the God of the law & judgment under the Old Testament was replaced by the God of love and grace 
through Jesus Christ in the New Testament, and these new “Christians” replaced the Jews as God’s chosen people.   
 

The early Catholic Church also steered away from the so-called “Jewish observances” and enforced their own holy days. The Sabbath 
was changed to Sunday, the Feasts of the Lord were replaced by other holy days; Passover to Easter, Shavuot to Pentecost, 
Chanukah/Tabernacle for Christmas (Saturnalia), etc. From Saint Augustine in the 4th century to Martin Luther in the 16th century 
and beyond, many ‘Christian” theologians described the Jews as rebels against God and demonized the practices of Sabbath, Feasts of 
the Lord, etc. In Europe the discrimination was widespread. Jews and their practices were often denied citizenship and barred from 
holding land. Many were also barred from government, military and excluded from memberships in many professions. These beliefs 
spread throughout the known world.  
 

During the Middle Ages the persecution continued. Blood libels (lies that Jews used the blood of children for their Passover 
ceremonies, that they poisoned wells, etc.) continued to spread. This resulted in forced conversions and killings in the name of the 
church. Spain issued many anti-Jewish edicts but escalated during the crusades. At the time of the first crusade in 1096 a German 
crusade destroyed entire Jewish communities on the Rhine and Danube (12,000 perished in the Rhineland cities alone). In France 
during the second crusade in 1147 Jews were persecuted and killed. During the third crusade in 1190 anti-Jewish riots broke out 
throughout England. In 1298 the Rintfleisch Knights murdered over 100,000 Jews in Germany. When the Black Death plague 
ravaged Europe in the mid-14th century, rumors spread that Jews caused the plague (because they were cursed for killing the Messiah) 
and thus half the Jewish population was murdered. Persecution continued because of the lies associated with the Feasts of the Lord, 
the Sabbaths, etc. as being occult practices that included human sacrifice, divination, sorcery, witchcraft, works of the devil, etc. 
Government persecution continued but many religious leaders also supported it. Thus a new “Christianity 
 evolved. 
 

Through all the ages numerous “Christian” theologians continued to fuel the fire against all things “Jewish”. During the time of 
Constantine the Great, the supposed 1st Christian Emperor, allowed Christians to practice their religion but was devoid of the feasts 
and Sabbaths. He also changed the Sabbath to Sunday for all citizens in the city in 321. In 317 he celebrated the Lord’s Supper on the 
day before the biblical Passover. Epiphanius, the bishop of Salamis, Cypress at the end of the 4th century, was considered a saint by 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches said those who kept such ‘Jewish holy days’ were heretical. John Chrysostom said believers 
who observed the Feast of Tabernacles were heretics. These teachings and beliefs carried on and were widely taught by the early 
‘church fathers’ of Christianity from Jerome to Martin Luther and beyond. Eventually it became the norm that anyone who observed 
the Sabbath, feasts, etc. was not a ‘Christian’ and went back ‘under the law’ implying those people had rejected the grace of the 
Messiah. The combination of persecution from governments and religious leaders solidified the law of YHWH was done away with. 
 

The good news is many people today are reading the scriptures in-context and finding out that YHWH never did away with his 
commandments. The scripture shows they are forever and they show us how to love YHWH and our neighbors; how to live our lives 
in righteousness till the Messiah returns for his pure bride. Messianic Judaism is growing exponentially around the world. Jewish and 
foreign believers in the Messiah are witnessing to other people about the Messiah showing that keeping the commandments is how the 
Father wants us to live till the Messiah returns. We encourage you study and test what you believe. 
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YHWH’s Sabbath 

1

One most the most visible observances in Messianic Judaism is 
the Sabbath. Many people think it was only for the Jews in the 
Old Testament and not for believers today. However, when we 
look at the whole of scripture we see this is not the case. Let’s 
look at when the Sabbath started, who the Sabbath was given to 
and how long the Sabbath is to be observed. We will also look at 
the writings of the prophets and see who observes the Sabbath in 
the New Millennium. We will also look at what the Messiah and 
apostle Paul taught and did in regards to the Sabbath. Let’s 
begin…  
 
First Mention of the Sabbath. Many people think the Sabbath 
was given to the Jews at Mount Sinai in Exodus. However, when 
we look at creation we don’t see the word “Sabbath” in English 
but it is in the original language (Hebrew)…  
 
“And YHWH blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because 
that in it he had rested from all his work which YHWH created 
and made.” Genesis 2:3 
 
The underlined portion is the Hebrew word ת ב ׁש Sabath (Strong’s 
Concordance H7673) meaning “to cease, desist, rest” and later 
“to keep or observe the Sabbath”. The Gesenius’ Hebrew-
Chaldee Lexicon says it also means “to celebrate the Sabbath”.  

To whom was the Sabbath given to? Later in scripture we see 
the finalized Hebrew word “Shabbath” (Sabbath in English) in 
Exodus 16:23 where YHWH commanded the “mixed multitude” 
(consisting of Hebrew and foreign believers ref. Exodus 12:38) to 
keep the Sabbath. It should be noted this command was given a 
week prior to the people of Israel arriving at Mount Sinai. This is 
a surprise to many because most thing the Sabbath was only 
given to the Jews at Mount Sinai. 

The longevity of the Sabbath. As said before many think the 
Sabbath was only to be observed by people in the Old Testament 
but is this the case? YHWH states in Exodus 31:15-17 that… 
 
“the children of Israel (and foreign believers are included as they 
grafted into Israel ref Romans 11) to observe the Sabbath 
throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign 
between me (YHWH) and the children of Israel forever…”  

The word used for “perpetual” and “forever” is the Hebrew word  
 owlam. Strong’s Concordance lists it as H5769 and it‘  ם לֹוע
means “everlasting”, “evermore”, “continuous existence” 
“indefinite” and “eternity”. The Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee 
Lexicon says it means “eternity, perpetuity”. This shows the 
Sabbath transcends time because it never ends. There is no 
stopping for the Sabbath. 

The Sabbath and New Millennium. Most think the Sabbath is 
not applicable for believers today after Yeshua (Jesus) was 
resurrected. However, when we look in the writings of the 
prophets we should then see some rebukes for those that observe 
the Sabbath. But there are no rebukes and we actually see 
YHWH rewarding foreign believers for observing the Sabbath 
prior to the return of the Messiah.  

2

“Also the foreigners who join themselves to YHWH to serve 
him, and to love YHWH’s name, to be his servants, everyone 
who keeps the Sabbath from profaning it, and holds fast to my 
covenant, I will bring these to my holy mountain and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer… The Lord YHWH, who gathers 
the outcasts of Israel, says ‘I will yet gather other to him, in 
addition to his own who are gathered.” Isaiah 56:6-8  

What we see here is YHWH rewarding non-Jewish believers for 
observing the Sabbath after the resurrection of the Messiah and 
prior to his return. The majority of believers don’t know this 
scripture or others. 

In Ezekiel 45:17, a millennial passage, shows the Messiah (the 
prince) who will give burnt, meal and drink offerings during all 
the feasts and Sabbaths! Also read Ezekiel 46:2-4. Isaiah 66:22-24 
YHWH states the following about the Sabbath and who will 
worship on it… 

“For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, 
shall remain before me… so your offspring and your name shall 
remain. It shall happen that from one new moon to another, and 
from one Sabbath to another, all flesh will come and worship 
before me says YHWH.” 

The phrase “all flesh” in the Hebrew is ר ׂש ּב basar and it means 
flesh of humans, of animals, all living things and mankind 
(consisting of men and women). The Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee 
Lexicon states it’s the human race, all living bodies, flesh of the 
living body, whether of men or beasts. Since the context of the 
passage is talking about people, we know the references to 
animals does not apply. So here we see YHWH stating the 
Sabbath is for all mankind. 

What did the Messiah teach? When Yeshua was rebuking the 
Pharisees he said “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath.” ref. Mark 2:27. What word was used for “man” in 
this verse? The Greek word is �νθρωπος anthropos means a 
human being, whether male or female, to include all human 
individuals. Here the Messiah states the Sabbath is not just for 
the Jews but for all mankind. 

Apostle Paul’s Sabbath observance. Paul was the Apostle to the 
non-Jewish believers and he never taught the Sabbath was done 
away with. In Acts 13:42 he preached to both Jews and Gentiles 
on the Sabbath, also read Acts 13, 15, 16 & 17. In Acts 17:2 Paul 
states observing the Sabbath was his custom. If the Sabbath was 
done away with at the advent of Yeshua, then Paul should be 
considered a false teacher but reality shows he is not. 

Summary: These are only some of the scriptures on the perpetual 
observance of the Sabbath throughout all time. Some people say 
the Sabbath was changed to Sunday but in Amos 3:7 YHWH 
says he keeps his people informed via the prophets; and nowhere 
in the scriptures do we see any prophesies about changing the 
seventh day Sabbath to Sunday. The fact is there more about the 
Sabbath being applicable today than not. As Messianic believers 
we look at the context of the passages and to whom it applies. 

The Sabbath is meant to be a blessing for all mankind and even 
more when the Messiah returns, so why not observe it now? 
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sin; we are to eat only unleavened bread, which 
symbolizes a holy walk before YHWH. In the New 
Testament Yeshua is the bread of life who was born in 
Bethlehem (the house of bread). It is only through the 
Messiah’s sacrifice on the cross/stake that we can enter 
into covenant with YHWH. 

 
 When unleavened bread or matzah is         
  made it is stripped, pierced and without  
    leaven. The Messiah was striped when 
he was whipped and scripture states “by 

his stripes we are healed” ref. Isaiah 53:5 He was 
pierced for our transgressions ref. Zechariah 12:10 & 
Psalm 22:16. In him there was no sin (leaven) ref. 2 
Corinthians 5:21. So when Yeshua told his disciples to 
eat the matzah in 1 Corinthians 11:24 he was saying to 
take his teachings (the Father’s word) as how to live… 
“man does not live by bread alone but by every word of 
YHWH” ref Matthew 4:4.  
 
3. Yom HaBikkurim (Firstfruits) is found in Leviticus 
23:11 and begins the day after the week of Unleavened 
Bread. The priest would wave the first fruits of the 
harvest before YHWH. 1 Corinthians 15:20 says “But 
now the Messiah is risen from the dead, and has 
become the Firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep”.   
 
4. Shavuot (Pentecost) is found in Leviticus 23:16-17 
and begins fifty days after Firstfruits. Two loaves of 
leavened bread are offered from the wheat harvest. 
These loaves symbolize two groups of people, Hebrews 
and foreigners and how YHWH provides for them. 
YHWH did this by giving his commandments (the 
Torah) on Mount Sinai and the pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit as prophesied in Joel 2 in the upper room ref. 
Acts 2:1-31. As believers today we are called to walk in 
the commandments and in the Spirit as Yeshua 
exampled for us.  
 
5. Yom Teru’ah (Trumpets) is found in Leviticus 25:8-
10 and begins in the seventh month on the first day. It is 
a memorial of the blowing of trumpets to call believers 
to the ten days of repentance. The trumpets also 
symbolize our forgiveness through the Messiah. Yeshua 
referred to Leviticus 25:10 when he read Isaiah 61:1 
and said “The Spirit of YHWH is upon me, because 
YHWH has appointed me to preach good tidings to the 
poor; he has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of the 
prison (of sin) to those who are bound…”. The day of 
Trumpets is also believed by many to be the feast when 
the Messiah returns. Regardless we are called to 
observe this feast. 

The Feasts of YHWH 

1

The description of the feasts of the Lord are found in 
Leviticus 23 and YHWH states in his word they are to 
be observed forever. The word “feast/s” is the Hebrew 
word môwʻêd ד עֹומ meaning appointed meeting place 

and time, an assembly for a defined purpose, an 
appointed signal. 

 The Hebrew word olam ם לֹוע is used for these feasts and 
it means “forever, everlasting, evermore, perpetual, 
indefinite. When we study the scriptures we see the 
Feasts of the YHWH are not ‘Jewish feasts’ implying 
they were only for the Jews but his feasts as seen in 
Leviticus 23:2 (“these are My feasts”). It should be 
noted that the mixed multitude (people consisting of 
Hebrews and foreign believers) were part of the children 
of Israel (Paul stated in Romans 11 foreign believers are 
grafted into Israel).  

We see these feasts being observed in the past during the 
history of Israel in scripture, during the time of the 
Messiah and the early believers and even in the still 
future New Millennium. This clearly shows the feasts of 
YHWH were never done away with, and are still 
applicable for believers today.  
 
So why don’t most believers observe the feasts of 
YHWH? Simple, they were never taught about them. 
Scripture tells us there are seven feasts. Pesach 
(Passover), which falls on the first full moon in spring. 
Chag Homotzi (Unleavened Bread) and Yom 
Habikkurim (Firstfruits) falls in March and April 
timeframe. Shavuot (Pentecost) marked the summer 
harvest and happens in late May or early June. The last 
three feasts Yom Teru’ah (Trumpets), Yom Kippur 
(Day of Atonement) and Sukkot (Tabernacles) happen 
in September and October timeframe. Let’s look at these 
feasts and what they represent. 
 
1. Pesach (Passover) is found In Leviticus 23:5 and 
begins in the 14th day of the first month, Nisan 15, of the 
Hebrew calendar. Passover is the deliverance from 
slavery via blood of the lamb that was put on the 
doorposts for the ‘mixed multitude’ from Egypt. Later 
when the Messiah delivered people from the slavery of 
sin as the Lamb of YHWH who took away the sins of 
the world.  
 
2. Chag Homotzi (Unleavened Bread) is found in 
Leviticus 23:6 and begins on the fifteenth day of the first 
month (Nisan). It’s a seven-day festival when we 
remove all leaven from our homes. Leaven symbolizes 
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The Feasts of YHWH cont. 
6. Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) is found in Leviticus 23:27 and is 
observed on the tenth day of the seventh month. This is the day when the 
High Priest atoned for the sins of the people and put them upon the 
scapegoat. He also entered into the Holy of Holies.  Now Yeshua is our 
High Priest who took sins of the world upon himself, and was the lamb of 
YHWH who took away the sins of the world. This allows people to 
repent and have their sins forgiven; to enter into covenant with the Father.    
 
7. Sukkot (Tabernacles) is found in Leviticus 23:34 and is on fifteenth day 
of the seventh month and lasts for seven days. YHWH commanded his 
people to live in tents. This shelter represents him dwelling with his 
people, we tabernacle with him as prophesied in Ezekiel 37:26 where 
YHWH will establish his tabernacle in Jerusalem, and all will come and 
worship him (Zechariah 14:16-17) in the New Millennium. Tabernacles 
looks forward to this time where believers will be YHWH’s people and 
He will be their YHWH. 
 
These are the seven feasts of YHWH and they are seen in all times, past, 
present and future. YHWH stated that these feasts were to be observed 
forever and we see them during the New Millennium, where they will be 
observed by all mankind ref. Isaiah 33:20-21 and Ezekiel 45:17.  
 
What about Chanukah? 
Chanukah was not a command given by YHWH on Mount Sinai but it 
was prophesied in Daniel 8:9-14. It is also referred to as the Festival of 
Lights and or the Feast of Dedication when the temple was rededicated in 
165 BCE after a Syrian King named Antiochus invaded Israel and defiled 
the Temple (he placed idols and sacrificed pigs on the holy altar). A small 
band of heroes known as the Maccabees drove the Syrians out of Israel. 
The Temple was cleaned up but they needed consecrated oil for the 
candelabra. However, they only found enough for one day and it would 
take eight days to make any more oil. The miracle that occurred was that 
the one-day worth of oil lasted eight days. It was not recorded until much 
later in the writings of some Jewish sages but the feast of 
Lights/Dedication remained. 
 
Did Yeshua observe Chanukah? 
The Messiah was in the Temple during the Festival of Lights/Dedication 
as seen in John 10:22-23, which is usually observed in November to 
December (25th of Kislev) time frame. Yeshua called himself the “light of 
the world” in John 8:12 and we see where we are called to walk in the 
same light and way as he did. He did not rebuke anyone from observing 
Chanukah it and neither did he command anyone to keep it. Our stance is 
that it’s optional for believers and we shouldn’t be dogmatic about it.  
 
The interesting point is the reason to keep the Feasts. We see them as a 
rehearsals for when the Messiah returns and rules for 1,000 years. We also 
see parallels between the feasts and the Hebrew wedding ceremony (more 
on that later). Regardless we see Yeshua in each of the feasts of YHWH 
and that is why we observe them as best we can until him comes. 

What about Traditions 
in Messianic Judaism? 

Traditions can be good or bad depending if 
they help us walk in the commandments or 
not. If they are used correctly, they can be 
used as a teaching tool and bring unity 
within an assembly. Take for example 
prayer. 

Orthodox Jewish traditions suggest that a 
believer must pray three times a day – those 
time represent the three times sacrifices 
were made at the temple (morning, noon 
and evening). Specifically, the third, sixth 
and ninth hour (9 AM, 12 noon and 3 PM). 
In the Tanakh (scriptures) the hours of 
prayer were also known as the hours of 
‘oblation’ or sacrifice ref. Daniel 9:21 and 2 
Kings 16:15. They were also based upon 
certain people in scripture who prayed three 
times a day such as Daniel ref. Daniel 6:10.  

In the Apostolic (NT) writings we see many 
who observed these times of prayer. The 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit occurred at 
the third hour of the day (when they were 
gathered for prayer). Peter and John went 
up to the temple at the ‘hour of prayer’ 
being the ninth hour ref. Acts 3:1. There is 
Cornelius who was praying in the ninth 
hour when an angel appeared to him. The 
next day as Peter was about to pray during 
the sixth hour received those sent by 
Cornelius - the result was the salvation for 
his entire household with the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 10).  

Finally, when Yeshua’s disciples asked 
Him how to pray he instructed them and 
also told them pray in their closet (in secret) 
ref. Matt 6. We also know when Yeshua 
cleaned out the temple of moneychangers 
said it was supposed to be ‘a house of 
prayer for all nations’ ref. Isaiah 56:7. So it 
seems this tradition is a good one to follow 
in light of all that happened. However, we 
should not make it mandatory for believers. 
Why? Because, we don’t see any 
commandment stating this. If you don’t 
have a set time for praying, perhaps three 
times a day is a good start. Also don’t let 
your prayers become a meaningless routine. 
Rather our prayers should be a by-product 
of our love for the Father and our actions of 
loving Him. Test everything against 
scripture including traditions. 
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The Feasts of YHWH, Yeshua and the Wedding Ceremony 

8 

Another aspect of the feasts of YHWH is that they parallel the Hebrew wedding ceremony. After all, the covenant 
follows the pattern of a Ketubah, a wedding contract. The three parts to an ancient Hebrew wedding are the 
Shiddukhin (wedding contract), the Erusin (the engagement/betrothal) and the Nissuin (the actual marriage 
ceremony). Let’s look deeper into the Ketubah and the wedding process. 
 
During ancient times the Father would look for a suitable candidate/wife for his son. We see examples of this when 
Abraham made arrangements for Isaac’s wedding through his servant in Genesis 24:1-4. We see the same with 
YHWH when he chose Israel as his chosen people (the bride) and Yeshua is the Son.  
 
The Mosaic covenant in the Old Testament and the New Covenant mentioned in Jeremiah 31:31-34 are marriage 
contracts (Ketubahs). The Ketubah shows the parties involved – the groom and his Father, the bride, the witnesses, 
the terms and more importantly the duties and responsibilities of the bride and groom, which are kept during the 
betrothal period. Technically the bride and groom were legally married during the betrothal period but the marriage 
was not consummated till after the ceremony. If anyone is/was unfaithful to the terms of the Ketubah, it would be 
grounds for divorce. 
 
Yeshua is referred to as the “bridegroom” in Isaiah 61:10, 62:5, Matthew 9:15 and 25:1-13. The bride is Israel as 
seen in Isaiah 61:10, Revelation 18:23, 21:2, 9 and 22:17. We also see a parable of the wedding feast in Matthew 
22:1-14. There was also a mohar, a bride price, which was paid for the bride. In scripture we see Yeshua paid that 
price with his life (Ephesians 5:25 & John 3:16).  
 
If the terms were agreeable by both parties, the groom would leave, go to his Father’s house, build a home and 
prepare a place for his bride-to-be. Yeshua said that he would go and prepare a place for us (ref. John 14:1-3). 
 
The bride during this time of separation is trained and prepares herself to take the role of a wife. The parable of the 
wise virgins in Matthew 25:1-13, 2 Corinthians 11:2 and Ephesians 5:22-33 shows the importance of this 
preparation and time of sanctification. This preparation involves keeping the commandments (John 14:21, 1 
Corinthians 7:19, 1 John 2:3-6, Revelation 14:12 & 22:14) as part of that process. 
 
He would also send a gift to encourage his bride to remain faithful during their betrothal. The gift in scripture is the 
pouring out of the Ruach Hakodesh (Holy Spirit) ref. Joel 2 & Acts 2:1-39. This gift has great value as it enables 
believers to keep the commandments from their heart as seen in Ezekiel 36:26-28. 
 
It was only until the Father inspected the home built by his son and it met his standards, that his son could go and 
retrieve his bride (the Father was the only one who knew when the bridegroom could go and get his bride). The 
Messiah says in Matthew 24:36 that “no one knows the day or the hour, only the Father” and in Matthew 25:13.  
 
When the time had come, the bridegroom’s friend, the best man, would go before the bridegroom and announce 
that the groom was coming for his bride (usually held in the evenings). Matthew 25:6 talks about this very thing… 
“Behold the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!” We also see it with John the Baptist in Matthew 3:1-3. 
Once the groom returned with his bride then the wedding ceremony was performed, there was a great feast and the 
bride and groom consummated their marriage. Revelation 19:7,9 says, “For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
and His bride has made herself ready… Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding super of the Lamb!”  
 
In light of this information it’s clear to see the wedding process is important to us, and how it relates to believers 
today.  The one thing that seems to escape many is the call to keep the instructions, walking in righteousness, etc. 
for the purpose of being that pure and spotless bride. Many believe we can have one foot in the world of sin and the 
other in the kingdom of YHWH. This is not how believers are supposed to act (please read Matthew 25 and 
Matthew 7:21-27). This doesn’t go over all the details of the wedding process and how it relates to believers today 
but it gives you a starting place when it comes to studying this topic. Shalom. 
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Dietary Instructions 

1

Messianic Judaism believers follow the dietary rules 
found in Leviticus 11. YHWH lists what is good for 
food and what is considered unclean and should be 
avoided. These dietary instructions are given to the 
mixed multitude (Hebrews and foreign/non-Jewish 
believers) and they are to be observed forever according 
to YHWH (as we will see). 
 
Purpose of eating biblically 
The purpose of eating what YHWH wants his people to 
eat is based on his love for us. He wants us to live long 
lives in a holy and healthy manner. Eating biblically is 
related to the tabernacle/temple. Believers, both 
Hebrew and foreigners (non-Jewish), are only allowed 
into Temple if they eat this way. If they eat things that 
are not declared as good for food by YHWH they are 
considered “unclean till evening” ref. Leviticus 11.  
 
How long should we eat biblically? 
Many people think that YHWH once cared what his 
people ate in the Old Testament but after the Messiah 
rose from the dead that changed, where believers can 
now eat anything they want. However, scripture shows 
these commandments are forever for both the Hebrew 
and the foreign believers. Nowhere in scripture do we 
see any of the prophets stating the dietary instructions 
would stop because the New Covenant came into effect 
(read Jeremiah 31:31-34). We also see passages in Isaiah 
65:4, 66:3 & 17 that the meat of swine and mice are 
abominations to YHWH. This passage is a New 
Millennial passage, a time still in our future and pig is 
still considered an abomination (thus proving the 
dietary laws are still in effect). The reason for the food 
laws is that YHWH wants the best for us. 
 
What did the Messiah do? 
If swine was allowable then why did the Messiah allow 
the demons to enter the pigs in Matthew 8 and they 
went to their death? Didn’t the herd belong to someone? 
Wasn’t that a sin? Killing someone else’s property? Not 
if swine was never to be food to begin with. Some to 
Mark 7:19 where in some translations say “thus he 
(Yeshua) declared all foods clean”. The problem is this 
would be a sin and this would disqualify him as the 
Messiah. However, in older translations that phrase is 
not found (so it was added by some translators). 
 
For more information on this topic, read the free PDF 
newsletter titled “Have God’s Dietary Instructions been 
done away with?” at www.GraceLoveObey.com      

Tzitzit - Fringes 

2

What are Tzitzit? 
Tzitzit are tassels that YHWH commanded his people to 
wear in Numbers 15:38-41… 
 

“Speak to the children of Israel: Tell them to make tassels 
on the corners of their garments throughout their 
generations, and to put a blue thread in the tassels of the 
corners. And you shall have the tassel, that you may look 
upon it and remember all the commandments of the Lord 
and do them, that you may not follow the harlotry to 
which your own heart and your own eye are inclined, and 
that you may remember and do all my commandments, 
and be holy for your YHWH” 
 

These tassels show who we are, who we follow and who 
we serve. It shows we are set apart from the rest of the 
world. We see this here… 
 

“Today you (the mixed multitude) have proclaimed the 
Lord to be your YHWH, and that you will walk in His 
ways and keep His statutes, His commandments, His 
judgments… the Lord has proclaimed you to be His special 
people, just as He promised you… that He will set you 
high above the all the nations which He has made, in 
praise, in name, and in honor, and that you may be a holy 
people to the Lord your YHWH, just as He has spoken.” 
Deuteronomy 26:17-19. 
 

Notice being holy is associated with keeping YHWH’s 
commandments (including tzitzit). Being a holy people is 
more than just having happy spiritual feelings. When we 
look at the surrounding cultures back then tassels were 
only worn by priests, kings, those of royal bloodlines and 
nobility. The caste systems would not allow people of 
other castes to wear tassels (in many cultures if a lower 
caste member wore the clothes and tassels of a higher caste 
the punishment was death).  
 

So when YHWH told his people, all former slaves, to all 
wear tzitzit that was unheard of during those times. 
YHWH even says this in Exodus 19:6 “and you shall be to 
me (YHWH) a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…” 
Revelation 1:6 “and had made us kings and priests to his 
YHWH…” Isaiah 56:5 “To them I will give my house and 
within my walls a memorial, and a name better than that 
of sons & daughters; I will give them everlasting name 
which will not be cut off.” 
 

When we wear tzitzit we are raised in holiness. It sets us 
apart as belonging to YHWH and we are his ambassadors to 
the rest of the world. We are not dogmatic about people 
wearing tzitzit in a certain way and many do so in their own 
time. We are just happy when we see others wearing them. 
For more info checkout the free Newsletter on Tzitzit at 
www.GraceloveObey.com. 
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Scripture states there is one law/set of 
instructions for his people. Many people today 
think the law was done away with at the advent 
of Jesus. However, Numbers 15:15-16 states… 
 
“One ordinance shall be for you of the assembly 
(Jew) and for the stranger (non-Jew) who 
dwells with you, an ordinance forever 
throughout your generations; as you are, so 
shall the stranger be before YHWH. One law 
and one custom shall be for you and the stranger 
who dwells with you.” 
 
Also read Exodus 12:48, Leviticus 24:21-23, 1 
John 5:1-3 & Revelation 14:12 & 22:14. 
 
We are all part of the family of YHWH and 
there is one set of instructions describing how to 
love him and our neighbors. His Torah (law) 
shows how we are to live our daily lives in 
righteousness. 

A daily life of Wickedness or Righteousness? 

The Shema 

One law for all people 

1

Some people think that Messianic Judaism is a works salvation 
belief but nothing could be further from the truth. Scripture states 
salvation is based on ‘grace through faith and not of works that 
anyone should boast’ ref. Ephesians 2:7-9. After a person repents 
(turns from sin to YHWH), believes in the Messiah, confesses 
and ask forgiveness for their sin is saved. They were once in a 
state of sin but after YHWH’s forgiveness their sins have been 
forgiven. They are now a new creature in the Messiah. The 
question is, how are believers supposed to live after salvation? 
 
Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles (non-Jewish believers) taught 
that YHWH’s people are Jews and foreign believers who are both 
justified through faith in the Messiah. Paul asks the question ‘Do 
we make void the law through our faith?’ His is answer is 
‘Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.” ref. 
Romans 3:29-31. Later in Romans 6:15-19 Paul gives an 
important warning about those who claim to be believers but 
continue to sin despite YHWH’s grace… 
 
“What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but 
under grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you 
present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom 
you obey, whether of sin, leading to death, or of obedience 
leading to righteousness? … and having been set free from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness… for just as you presented 
your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness 
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as 
slaves of righteousness for holiness.” Paul continues saying “For 
when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. But now having been set free from sin, and having 
become slaves of YHWH, you have your fruit to holiness, and 

The Shema is confession of faith, which was said by many Messianic 
believers. It consists of three scriptural texts (Deut 6:4-9, 11:13-21 and 
Numbers 11:37-41). The Orthodox say it two times a day, once in the 
morning and once in the evening. This is based on “when you lie down and 
when you arise” in Deut 6:4. Other Orthodox groups say it’s prayed five times 
a day. Regardless these are traditions. The word Shema is a Hebrew word 
meaning “to hear and to do”. In order to hear, we must read the scriptures. If 
we want to ‘do’ them, we have to study the scriptures to see how they were 
applied and how we can properly apply them today. The Shema is also a 
declaration of allegiance to the kingship and authority of YHWH. As citizens 
we are to observe the commandments and not be lawless (living as though 
there were no instructions on how to love YHWH and our neighbors). Here is 
the Shema… 

Sh’ma Yisrael, Adonai (YHWH) Eh-lo-hay-noo, Adonai (YHWH) eh-
chad. Ba-rooch shem k’vode, Mahl-choo-too, L’oh-lahm vah’ed. 

Hear (and do) O Israel, the Lord (YHWH) is our God (Elohim) is One. 
Blessed is the Name of His glorious kingdom forever and forever. 

The Shema also reminds us of who delivered and saved us as we go about our 
day. As ambassadors we are to carry the light of the Messiah to those around 

us by preaching the gospel, making disciples, taking care of the orphans, 
widows and those in need. It is said that people will forget what we say but 
will remember what we do. So let’s be the light & do the good works till the 

Messiah returns.  Shalom to you and yours. 

2

the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of YHWH is eternal life in Yeshua the Messiah our lord.” 
Romans 6:20-23 
 
After salvation we are called to be servants of the Most High. We 
are called to walk in righteousness and holiness by keeping the 
commandments of YHWH. These same commandments were 
perfectly exampled by Yeshua our Messiah. We are to walk in 
righteousness by loving YHWH and our neighbors; Yeshua 
taught all the commandments hang on these two commands. He 
also taught there are three categories of people, the least of the 
kingdom, the greatest (Matthew 5:18-20) and those who claim to 
be believers but walk in lawlessness whom the Messiah says 
“depart from me” (Matthew 7:22-24).  
 
As believers we hope to encourage everyone to walk in 
righteousness till the Messiah returns by preaching the gospel, 
making disciples, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting 
those in prison, giving as we see need, etc. (Matthew 25:31-46). 
At the end we hope to hear “Well done my good and faithful 
servant, you were faithful over a few things… enter into the joy 
of your lord.” Matthew 25:14-30. Shalom. 



 

 

 

Messianic Judaism is Growing! 

1

Keeping the Commandments 
 

Deuteronomy 28:9-10 “The Lord will establish you as a holy people to 
himself, just as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of 
the Lord your YHWH and walk in his ways. Then all the peoples of the 
earth shall see that you are called by the name of YHWH, and they shall 
be afraid of you.” 
 
Deuteronomy 30:10-12 “If you obey the voice of the Lord your YHWH, 
to keep his commandments and his statutes which are written in this 
book of the law, and if you turn to the Lord your YHWH with all your 
heart and all your soul. For this commandment, which I command you 
today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off. It is not in heaven, 
that you should say ‘Who will go up for us to heaven for us and bring it 
to us, that we may hear and do it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you 
should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us, bring it to us, that we may 
hear and do it?’ But the word is very near to you, in your mouth and in 
your heart, that you may do it.” 
 
Deuteronomy 30:15-16 “See, I (YHWH) have set before you today life 
and prosperity, and death and evil. For I command you today to love 
YHWH your Elohim, to walk in his ways and to keep his 
commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances, that you may live and 
multiply, and that YHWH your Elohim may bless you in the land where 
you go in to possess it.” 
 
Psalm 103:17-18 “But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting on those 
who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children, to such as 
keep his covenant, and to those who remembers his commandments to 
do them.” 
 
Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good 
understanding have all those who do his commandments.” 
 
Psalm 112:1-2 “Praise the Lord! Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, 
who delights greatly in his commandments. His descendants will be 
mighty on earth; the generation of the upright will be blessed.” 
 
Read all of Psalm 119 – commandments are truth, a light & life. 
 
Proverbs 6:23 “For the commandment is a lamp, and the law a light; 
reproofs of instruction are the way of life…” 
 
Proverbs 13:13-14 “He who despises the word will be destroyed, but he 
who fears the commandment will be rewarded. The law of the wise is a 
fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares of death.” 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:12-14 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear YHWH and keep his commandments for this is man’s all. For 
YHWH will bring every work into judgment, including every secret 
thing, whether good or evil.” 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 “… I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah… this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says YHWH: I will put my law 
in their inward parts, and I will write it in their heart. I will be their 
YHWH and they shall be my people…”  
 
Matthew 5:18-20 “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 
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away, one jot or one tittle will be no means pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled. Whoever therefore breads one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that unless your 
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Matthew 19:17 “So he (Yeshua) said to him, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but One, that is, YHWH. But if you want to enter 
into life, keep the commandments.” 
 
John 14:20-21 “At that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me (Yeshua), and I in you. He who has my commandments and 
keeps them, it is he who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
 
1 Corinthians 7:19 “Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is 
nothing, but keeping the commandments of YHWH is what matters.” 
 
1 John 2:3-6 “Now by this we know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments. He who says, “I know him,” and does not keep his 
commandments, is a liar and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps 
his word, truly the love of YHWH is perfected in him. By this we know 
that we are in him. He who says he abides in him (Yeshua) ought 
himself also to walk just as he walked.” 
 
1 John 5:2-4 “By this we know that we love the children of YHWH, 
when we love YHWH and keep his commandments. For this is the love 
of YHWH, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome. 
 
2 John 6 “This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. 
This is the commandment, that you heard from the beginning, you 
should walk.” 
 
Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he 
went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the 
commandments of YHWH and have the testimony of Yeshua the 
Messiah.” 
 
Revelation 14:12 “Here is the endurance of the saints’ here are those 
who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Yeshua.” 
 
Revelation 22:14 “Blessed are those who do His commandments, that 
they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the 
gates into the city.” 
 
These are not all the scriptures about obedience to YHWH’s 
commandments. There are many more showing that during the New 
Millennium all mankind will worship on the Sabbath (Isaiah 66:23), that 
all nations will keep the feast of Tabernacles or be punished by YHWH 
(Zechariah 14:16-19) and that the Messiah, the prince of peace, will give 
burnt offerings, grain and drink offerings at the feasts, the Sabbaths and 
all the appointed seasons/times (Ezekiel 45 & 46). 
 
It’s clear there is more to YHWH’s commandments than what we have 
originally been taught. Now is the time to study, pray and ask the Father 
on what he wants us to do in light of all these scriptures. Shalom.    

The bad news, many believers think keeping the commandments was done away with 
when Yeshua was resurrected from the dead. This is a common belief but scripture, both 
in the Old and New Testaments, show otherwise. These scriptures show that YHWH’s 
commandments are to be followed ‘forever’; including the Sabbath, the feasts and others. 
Even in the New Millennium we see all mankind worshiping on the Sabbath, observing 
feasts, etc. So why do so many believers think the commandments were done away with 
and not applicable today? Simple, they were not taught about them. The good news,  we 

are seeing a global movement of Jews accepting that Yeshua is the Messiah. At the same time we are seeing more and more foreign 
believers studying the bible and walking in the commandments. It is said that Jews who already observe the commandments are finding 
life in the Messiah and the foreigners who already know the Messiah are learning to walk in righteousness through the commandments. 


