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The English word ‘remember’ in Hebrew is Zakar. It’s a verb and it means to remember; bring to mind; to keep 
and preserve; to be mindful of the covenant; to care for someone; to be remembered before God and be recalled 

to His memory. Whenever YHWH tells us to remember something it’s because He cares for us, as we follow 
His covenant. When we put into action what we remember, we are kept and preserved in this world. 

Remembering is not just a mental note or fact but daily living in His word and shining the light to others. 

The Hem, Fringes, Tassels, 
Tzitzit and what they mean   

This study discusses the topic of God and His command for 
believers to wear Tzitzit (tassels on the corners of their 
garment). This is found in Number 15:38… 

“Speak to the children of Israel: Tell them to make tassels 
on the corners of their garments throughout their 
generations, and to put a blue thread in the tassels of the 
corners. And you shall have the tassel, that you may look 
upon it and remember all the commandments of the Lord 
and do them, that you may not follow the harlotry to which 
your own heart and your own eye are inclined, and that you 
may remember and do all My commandments, and be holy 
for your God.” 

We will discuss the hem and it’s relation to inheritance, 
authority, and the bride. Will also look at Tzitzit, what they 
mean, how they were worn and much more. We hope you 
enjoy the following information. 

Test what you believe at www.GraceLoveObey.com 

“Here is the endurance of the saints; here 
are those who keep the commandments 

of God and have the faith of Jesus 
Christ” Revelation 12:17 
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What does the WWJD bracelet 
and Tzitzit have in common? 

Tekhelet dye found! 

Were Tzitzit always attached to square corners? 

During the 1990s there was a fad of bracelets that had the letters WWJD. It 
stood for “What Would Jesus Do?” The idea for this bracelet was when believers 
looked at it, it would remind them to demonstrate the love of Jesus in their daily 
actions. However a problem arose because many people took the task of deciding 
what Jesus might do, instead of what He actually did, as seen in scripture. So 
what does this have to do with Tzitzit? 

In Numbers 15:38-41 when you look at the Tzitzit, we are told to remember all 
the commandments of the Lord and not follow the harlotry (adultery, 
fornication, prostitution, i.e. unfaithfulness to YHWH) of our hearts and eyes.  

What many people don’t know is when you wear Tzitzit its not just a reminder 
for you but also to other believers who see your Tzitzit. As a citizen of the 
Kingdom, we are called to walk in the ways YHWH set for His people. In doing 
so we keep from continuing in sin and are blessed for doing so. 

Remember there were both Hebrews (Jews) and strangers (non-Jews), i.e. the 
mixed multitude when this was given. Consider the following promise by 
YHWH… 

“Today you have proclaimed the Lord to be your God, and that you will walk in 
His ways and keep His statutes, His commandments, His judgments and His 
voice. Also today the Lord has proclaimed you to be His special people, just as 
He promised you… that He will set you high above all nations which He has 
made, in praise, in name, and in honor, and that you may be a holy people to the 
Lord your God, just as He has spoken.” Deut 26:17-19 

We also have to remember that the Messiah is returning soon for a pure and 
spotless bride. See our newsletter entitled “Have God’s commandments and His 
law been done away with?” for more information.  

Shalom 

Stone relief circa 1140 BCE, during the time of 
Naomi, Ruth and Boaz. Showing Tzitzit on 
the hem of the garments minus four corners.  

The biblical instruction to attach Tzitzit/tassels to the borders 
(kanaph) of one’s garments. Today we think of the modern prayer 
shawl which has four distinct corners. However when we look at 
archeological stone reliefs, we see a lack of square corners. During 
ancient times corners are seen to be determined by a few different 
ways. One is that the hem embroidery terminated at quarter points 
thereby forming four ‘corners’. Another possibility is that the skirt was 
scalloped and the tassels were suspended where the scallops met. 
Another possibility is that the sewing together of two pieces of cloth 
was also considered a ‘corner’. In Numbers 15:37-41, it directs the 
tassels be attached to the border (kanaph), a term which does not 
mean ‘corner’ but rather ‘extremity’ or ‘wing’; a scalloped hem forms 
a winged extremity to the garment. We see an example in John 19:23 
with Yeshua’s garment, which was seamless. This indicates His 
Tzitzit were most likely attached to the hem of the garment, which did 
not have four distinct corners.                                                                2 

Modern day 
four cornered 

Tallit 

Mure x Trunculus  sna il  
so urce of te khe le t dye 

The dye used to make the blue 
threads in Tzitzit has been lost for 
a long time.  
However in 1913, Rabbi Herzog 
published his doctrinal thesis 
stating the Murex Trunculus, a 
snail, was the most likely 
candidate for the blue dye. But he 
could not consistently reproduce 
the blue color. He died without 
success. However a chemist 
named Otto Elsner in the 1980s 
discovered when this dye was 
exposed to ultraviolet rays, such 
as from sunlight, the blue color 
was consistently produced. In 
1988, Rabbi Eliyahu Tavger dyed 
Tekhelet for Tzitzit for the first 
time in recent history. The 
amazing thing to consider is this 
process of coloring Tzitzit was 
lost for about 3,000 years but is 
alive today. 
While not many people wear 
tekhelet Tzitzit it’s a joy to see 
more and more believers wearing 
Tzitzit as a reminder to walk in 
YHWH’s commandments. 



 

 
3 

The Believer’s Life & Blessing                                                                                           www.GraceLoveObey.com 

The Significance of the Hem 

1

When we look into ancient customs during the 
time of Tzitzit we find some very interesting 
information in regards to the hem. The hem was 
not just a sewed fold to keep cloth from fraying. It 
included aspects of status and authority. 
Remember the mixed multitude (Hebrews and 
foreigners) before YHWH delivered them out of 
Egypt, they were slaves. In other words they had 
no caste or social status, they were the lowest of 
the low.  

So where does the hem come in? To answer this 
question we have to look at what the hem was 
used for and represented in ancient times. The 
hem of an ancient Near Eastern outer garment or 
robe made an important social statement. It was 
usually the most ornate part of the garment. The 
higher the status and importance of the individual, 
the more elaborate the hem. The Tzitzit were also 
understood to be an extension of the hem. Extra-
biblical texts show the ornate hem was considered 
a symbolic extension of the owner, his family and 
more specifically of his rank and authority. 

 In early extra-biblical texts we see examples where 
a person’s authority or status was removed by the 
cutting off of the hem. A Mesopotamian husband 
would divorce his wife by cutting off the hem of 
his wife’s robe. We also see where a wife’s dowry 
and inheritance documents were sewed into the 
hem of her garment. Part of the biblical 
punishment for adultery was the removal of her 
garment.  

We see the same example in scripture when 
David, the future king of Israel, cut off a part of 
King Saul’s hem in 1 Samuel 24. David had 
already been anointed to be king in 1 Samuel 16. 
However Saul would not give up the symbol of 
authority (The hem of his garment, even though 
the spirit of the YHWH had departed from him).  

Lets fast forward to the gospels where we see those 

2

who touched Yeshua’s hem and were healed. 

“Behold a woman who had an issue of blood for 
twelve years came behind him, and touched the 
fringe of His garment, for she said within herself, ‘If 
I just touch His garment, I will be made well’. But 
Yeshua turned around, and when He saw her He 
said, ‘Be of good cheer, daughter, your faith has 
made you well.’ And the woman was mad well from 
that hour”. Matthew 9:20-22 

“And when the men of that place recognized Him, 
they sent out into all that surrounding region, 
brought to Him all who were sick, and begged Him 
that they might only touch the hem of His garment. 
And as many as touched it were made perfectly 
well.” Matthew 14:35-36 

“Whenever He entered into villages, cities or the 
country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and 
begged Him that they might just touch the hem of 
His garment. And as many as touched Him were 
made well.” Mark 6:55-56 

We see that those who were unclean, as the woman 
with the issue of blood, they could touch anyone, 
including their spouse, they could not go to the 
temple and worship YHWH. They ended up being 
outcasts with no hope of healing or reconciliation. 
So why is the hem of Yeshua so important? Simply, 
it’s a fulfillment of prophecy. 

 Malachi 4:2 “But to you who fear My name the 
Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His 
wings…” 

So its by the authority of YHWH, by faith and 
fearing Him we are saved. Interesting note is that 
woman with the blood issue of twelve years can 
been seen as the twelve tribes of Israel who were 
waiting to be healed from their sin and set free to 
worship YHWH in spirit and in truth.  
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Meaning behind the Knots 
The scripture gives no clear explanation 
on how Tzitzit should look or even how 
to tie them. However over the ages 
many traditions have arisen and 
resulted in an elaborate system of tying 
a certain number of knots and wraps. 
They generally consist of white and blue 
thread. Many of these wraps and knots 
have significant meanings for the 
wearer.  

For example the numerical value of the 
word Tzitzit is 600, and there are eight 
threads and five knots, for a total of 613. 
The number of commandments found 
in the Torah (365 negative ‘thou shalt 
not’ commandments and 248 positive 
commandments ‘thou shalt do…’).  

Traditionally the 5 knots in each tassel 
signify the Torah (the first five books of 
the bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers & Deuteronomy), which is the 
foundation of YHWH’s word. There is 
1 winding of 7 wraps and 1 of 8 for a 
total of 15 wraps. The number 15 is 
written by the letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet Yod and Hey. Next there is a 
winding of 11 wraps, which represents 
the letters Vav and Hey. Next there is a 
winding of 13 wraps which signifies the 
Hebrew word Echad, meaning One. So 
it means ‘YHWH is One’. There are 5 
sets of 2 knots when multiplied equals 
10 referring to the 10 commandments. 
Additionally when we add the number 
of wraps, 7 + 8 + 11 + 13 = 39, which is 
the number of books in the Tanakh (the 
scriptures/Old Testament). 

Regardless of how one ties or wears 
their Tzitzit, it’s a visual reminder. Just 
as a wedding ring symbolizes the 
covenant between spouses, the Tzitzit is 
an outward symbol of our commitment 
to YHWH’s covenant and to walk in 
His ways till the Messiah returns. 

                          Shalom  

Who wore Tzitzit and why? 
During biblical times we see Tzitzit were not something new that YHWH 
instituted among His people. In surrounding cultures Tzitzit/fringes were 
worn by priests, kings, nobility and those of royal bloodlines. These people 
were members of those cultures and their castes systems. Today we don’t 
think much of it but in a caste system, people of a lower caste could not rise 
to a higher caste. There were often laws forbidding intermarrying between 
castes. One interesting fact is that those of higher castes, such as priests and 
kings were the only ones who were allowed to follow national gods. The 
commoners, those of the lower castes would follow ‘lower’ god/s such as 
their household gods.  

So when YHWH took the Hebrews and foreigners who were slaves, the 
lowest caste of the low, He delivered them from the bondage of Egypt and 
elevated their status to that of ‘priests and kings’ (read Exodus 19:6, 1 Peter 
2:9, Revelation 1:6 and Revelation 5:10). 

“And you shall be to Me (YHWH) a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation…” Exodus 19:6 

“and had made us kings and priests to His YHWH and Father…” 
Revelation  1:6 

“And have made us kings and priests to our YHWH; and we shall reign on 
the earth.” Revelation 5:10 

YHWH stated He would be their God and they would be His people. In a 
sense He would be their ‘national’ god. In pagan systems no commoner 
was allowed to worship or even go into the temple of national god/s. 
YHWH not only destroyed the gods of Egypt via the ten plagues but He 
also overturned their caste systems of the ancient world by choosing a 
entire people for Himself (something that was unheard of). So when 
YHWH gave the commandment for His people to wear Tzitzit, it was a 
sign of royalty, authority and membership. It was also a sign of a royal 
bloodline as we see here. 

“To them I will give My house and within My walls a memorial, and a 
name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting 
name which will not be cut off.” Isaiah 56:5 

“And I (YHWH) will be a Father to you, and you shall be sons and 
daughters to Me, says YHWH almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:18 

So we are raised in holiness by Tzitzit to have a relationship with the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth. We also need to remember to not misuse our 
status and lord it over other people. Galatians 3:27-29 says there is ‘neither 
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male or female, for you are all one in 
Yeshua the Messiah… then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise. 
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Why are there White Tzitzit?  

1

You might have noticed that some religious Jews 
wear white Tzitzit with their clothing. After all the 
commandment states that they must have a cord of 
blue. So why do they wear white Tzitzit?  
 
The reason for white Tzitzit stems from a 
combination of things; Persecution, Prohibition 
and the loss of how to make the blue dye. Shortly 
after life, death and resurrection of the Messiah 
there was a lot of persecution. Eventually Rome 
persecuted anyone who was observing the 
Sabbath, the feasts of YHWH, etc. Rome also 
outlawed the use of the tekhelet blue dye. 
Throughout time we see restrictions of certain dyes 
from 100 BCE to the 8th century and beyond. Here 
are some examples… 
 

1. Caesar (100-44 BCE) & Augustus (63 BCE-
14 CE) restricted the use of the blue dyes to 
only the governing castes/classes 

2. Nero (37-68 BCE) decreed only the 
emperor had the right to wear purple or 
blue 

3. Constantine (337-362 CE) strictly enforced 
restrictions of the use of tekhelet 

4. Roman Edict (383 CE) declared the 
manufacture of purple and blue dyes as a 
state monopoly 

5. Around 639 CE – the Arab conquest of 
Israel ended the dye industry 

 
Most people don’t know the punishment for 
having blue or purple dyes was severe. So much so 
the Roman Emperor Justinian I declared that no 
one except the emperor could wear blue or certain 
colors… 
 
“No private person shall have the right to dye 
either silk or wool with the colors of blatta 
(purple), oxyblatta (deep purple) or hyacinthine 
(blue), or sell it after it has been dyed. If anyone 
should sell wool dyed with the colors aforesaid, he 
is hereby notified that he will incur the risk of 
losing his property and his life.” Codex Justinianus 
4:40:1 

2

 
With these prohibitions, restrictions and persecution 
believers ended losing the source and process of the 
Tekhelet blue dye.  
 
Another reason some people only wore white 
Tzitzit was the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE. 
After this it was during the 8th and 9th century that 
Jewish and foreign believers moved away from 
Israel. Despite there being other blue dyes, the 
original source and process was deemed the only 
acceptable way to observe the commandment. 
 
Another reason why people wore white Tzitzit, or 
none at all – Rabbi Shimon ruled in the Talmud that 
the wearing of Tzitzit was a time-based 
commandment. Shimon concluded that Tzitzit 
should only be worn when a person can see the 
Tzitzit (during the day). Others much later on took 
this ruling and determined that Tzitzit on a Tallit 
should only be used during services, times of prayer, 
etc. 
 
So all of these things contributed to the wearing of 
white Tzitzit, or only during certain times. As we 
learned earlier the source and process for the 
Tekhelet blue has been recently found and more 
people are incorporating the blue cord back into 
their Tzitzit. 
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History and use of the Tallit 
History of the Tallit: The Tallit (modern Hebrew) or Tallis (Ashkenazic) is a fringed garment with Tzitzit. When 
the mixed multitude (Hebrews and foreigners) were delivered out of Egypt they did not have Tallis because they 
were slaves. The origin of the Tallit most likely came from the “abayah” worn by Bedouins and other nomadic 
people during those times. It went from an item that protected the wearers from the elements to garments worn 
during times of religious gatherings and daily prayer. 

Originally an outer garment was worn by those in ancient biblical times. The garment was used to protect them 
from the elements. The Tallit is a garment which has Tzitzit tied to each of the four corners. Over time clothing 
changed as people moved to different climates and blended into different cultures. However the Tallit eventually 
remained as a garment specifically used for times of prayer by Jewish and Messianic believers.  

In the book “The Ancient Jewish Shroud of Turin” by John Lupia, it shows the historical development of the Tallit 
and its design changes from the 1st century to 1,000 CE, to what we have today. The fact that there are cultural 
changes around the world but we must remember that it is ok as long as they do not take away from our call to obey 
the command to wear Tzitzit. 

Some people claim the modern day Tallit is a ‘tradition of men’ and thus should not be worn. However nothing in 
scripture states that we cannot wear clothing from ancient times, when everyone wore such an item (including 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and others) so they cannot be classified as pagan. If we are not supposed to wear ‘pagan 
clothing’ then we need to stop wearing pants as they were an invention of pagans. It should be noted that pants were 
invented by the Persians as a gender neutral clothing item specifically made for riding horses. The fact is a Tallit is 
not a pagan item. 

How to use the Tallit: The Tallit today is generally used during the times of religious services, holy convocations 
and times of prayer. Over time people have come up with specific ways and prayers when one puts on a Tallit. 
Before one puts on a Tallit they should inspect the Tzitzit to make sure they are in good condition. The following 
prayer, which is not a biblical command, is said… 

“Bar-ruch a-tah Ado-nai El-lo-hei-nu Me-lech Ha-olam A-sher Ki-de-shan-nu  

B’mitz-vo-tav V’tzi-va-nu L’hit-a-teif Ba-Tzi-tzit” 

English: Blessed are You, Lord our YHWH, King of the Universe, who has sanctified us 
with His commandments, and commanded us to wrap ourselves in Tzitzit. 

Some Jews and Messianic believers will cover their face and or head with the Tallit, then they say the blessing. 
Again there is no biblical command for this prayer but then again there is nothing saying one cannot say a prayer 
before donning a Tallit. Remember in the Apostolic writings we are told to pray in all things ref. Philippians 4:6… 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to YHWH; and the peace of YHWH, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 

through the Messiah Yeshua.” 

Tzitzit are to helps us to remember to observe all the commandments. It’s a sign that we were chosen and grafted 
into Israel. I cannot see that during times of prayer or convocations we do not need to be reminded of this. We 
should also remember to have a humble attitude whenever we wear a Tallit and or Tzitzit. 
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Vivamus id nisi vel purus gravida bibendum. 
Duis nec neque. In sem diam, convallis 

eleifend, rutrum id, rutrum et, justo. Cum 
sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis 

parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. 
Etiam malesuada eros at mi. 

2

With that being said, there are many different ways to 
wear Tzitzit but its unfortunate when some tell you that 
unless you wear them exactly the way they do, you’re 
not obeying YHWH correctly. Nowhere in scripture 
does it specify exactly how to wear them. We do see 
they are to be on the corners of a garment but in early 
stone reliefs we see they did not define corners as we do 
today. During ancient times corners were not like the 90 
degree corners we think of today. Corners were also 
considered where two pieces of cloth joined together at 
the seem. Other times we see where they were slopped. 
Regardless of how a corner is defined we should not be 
divisive. 

So does this mean you can wear Tzitzit anyway you 
want? Well some assemblies allow them to be worn on 
belts, belt loops, using a Tallit Katan or even an 
Orthodox approved garment. We need to be flexible in 
our application. Some assemblies have ways of wearing 
Tzitzit and Tallit. If you belong to that assembly, then it 
is given that member will follow how they do things. 
Some Messianic assemblies have a more Orthodox way 
of doing things for the reason of making Jews, who do 
not believe in Yeshua as the Messiah, to bring them to 
jealousy ref. Romans 11:4 & 11. When it comes to 
Hebrew Root assemblies, they are more flexible with 
how people wear them.  

 If you have further questions on this, we suggest that 
you meet with the leadership of your assembly and 
discuss the matter. Regardless of how people wear 
Tzitzit, we are glad to see more and more believers 
walking in the commandments of YHWH. It’s a sign 
that the return of the Messiah is getting closer. 

Arguing about Tzitzit?  

1

Now perhaps you have purchased or made your own 
Tzitzit and are wearing them (and answering the many 
questions you get). Most people who are not believers 
might think you are doing something “Jewish” and 
wonder why. Some believers might give you a hard time 
and say you are going back “under the law”. However 
you might not expect other M/HR (Messianic/Hebrew 
Roots) believers say that you are not ‘doing it right’.  
 
Within M/HR there are many opinions on how to wear 
Tzitzit. Some are more liberal and easy going – where 
they tie the Tzitzit on their belt loops or loop them 
around their belt.    

Others might choose to wear a garment like a Tallit 
Katan, which is worn as an undergarment, which is 
made to the strict standards of Orthodox Judaism. 

 While some might take a T-shirt, split the sides and 
attach Tzitzit to the corners. However believers decide 
to wear their Tzitzit, it’s in obedience to YHWH. 
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In the ancient near east Tzitzit represented identity 
but we also see it as entering into a covenant. That’s 
why Ruth, when she was seeking marriage to Boaz, 
asked him to spread the corner of his garment over 
her (Ruth 3:9). It was a request for him to identify 
with her when she said “spread your wings over your 
servant”. We see the same in Ezekiel 16:8 “… I 
spread the corner of my garment over you and 
covered your naked body. I gave you my solemn 
oath and entered into a covenant with you, declares 
the Sovereign YHWH, and you became Mine.” 

Tzitzit: a Sign of Covenant? 



 

 8 

The Believer’s Life & Blessing                                                                                           www.GraceLoveObey.com 

 

 How to tie Tzitzit 

1

Tying Tzitzit, it consists of three white strings of the same 
length and a forth, longer string (can be white or blue) that is 
longer, which is called the shamash. The shamash is used to 
wrap around all the other strings. Scripture says we should do 
everything in prayer, with that said ask YHWH to bless this 
endeavor. 

1. Put four strings (three short and the shamash) through the 
hole found at the corner of the garment. Pull the threads 
through so that you have equal length on each side of the hole 
(keeping the white even with white and the shamash, which is 
longer, even with the other shamash). 

2. Tie a double knot using four strings on each side. 

3. Take the shamash and wrap it 7 times around the 7 other 
strings. 

4. Tie a double knot. 

5. Take the shamash and wrap it 8 times around the 7 other 
strings. 

6. Tie a double knot. 

7. Take the shamash and wrap it 11 times around the 7 other 
strings. 

8. Tie a double knot. 

9. Finally, take the shamash and wrap it 13 times around the 7 
other strings. 

10. Tie a final double knot.  

*Note: you can cut off the strings of the Tzitzit so they are 
even or you can leave them uneven. Jewish tradition does not 
allow cutting Tzitzit with a metal blade because of 
Deuteronomy 27:5-6. Those verses refer to the altar which 
was made of uncut stones. The Talmud says that iron (metal) 
when used in war (knives, swords, etc.), shortens a person’s 
life. Whereas the altar lengthens the life of a person by 
granting him atonement before YHWH (Mishna Middot 3:4). 

Remember this is all tradition but if its a concern to you, you 
can use other methods to cut them, such as a ceramic knife, 
etc. However we should remember that none of this is written 
about in scripture. Its just what certain people did with their 
Tzitzit. YHWH takes joy in our heart-felt obedience and not 
in these man-made details. 
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It’s interesting that the Apostolic 
writings show Yeshua, who “in Him 
there was not sin” and “He 
committed no sin” ref. 1 John 3:5, 1 
Peter 2:22 fully endorsed Tzitzit.  

Not only that but when people 
touched His Tzitzit and hem of His 
garment, people were healed ref. 
Matt 9:19-21, Mark 6:56 & Luke 
8:43-44. If Tzitzit were forbidden by 
YHWH, then those people would 
not have been healed and made hole.  

Now some will say “No, He rebuked those with 
Tzitzit in Matt 23:5”. Yeshua actually rebuked those 
who made large and flowing Tzitzit so they could be 
seen of men. They were looking for the praises of 
men, rather than be servants of the Creator as 
Yeshua said in verse 11 “but he that is greatest 
among you shall be your servant.”  

1. Pull strings thru hole 

2. Tie double knot 

3. Wrap 7 times 

4. Tie double knot 

6. Tie double knot 

7. Wrap 11 times 

9. Tie double knot 

10. Wrap 13 times 

5. Wrap 8 times 

11. Final double knot 


